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ST JOHN CDC COMPLETES RENOVATIONS TO DESOLATE APARTMENT BUILDING, 
IN TIME FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH!
MIAMI, FL (February 9, 2006):  There is an exciting new story in Overtown which shows how our community is fighting gentrification.  St. John Community Development Corporation (SJCDC), a provider of affordable housing for low income residents of Miami-Dade County, has completed the renovation of a two-story apartment building located on the corner of 1445 N.W 1st Court in Overtown, a City of Miami community targeted for urban revitalization.  

For years, the two-story and 10-unit apartment building  was a picture of neglect and decay, and a blemish to Overtown’s history and pride.  Residents of the deteriorating structure were living in conditions near uninhabitable. 

In accordance with part  of its mission, “to energize the vitality and positive image of Overtown….through partnerships that build  and rehabilitate housing,... and enhance the quality of life”,  SJCDC began the rehab process with their own dollars and a grant from Miami-Dade Empowerment Trust. The project also received support from the Miami-Dade Housing Agency, the Knight Foundation, and Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC).  The building was donated to SJCDC in 2000, and architectural plans were completed for major renovation by Judson & Partners,  Architects.

To avoid minimum displacement to families, SJCDC renovated half of the units at a time and will complete the renovation with over $385,000 invested as a forgivable loan. The property will be fully owned and managed by SJCDC.

With the assistance of the MDHA and SJCDC partners, the project is now  100% complete. Special thanks to the MDHA Board and staff for their extraordinary support through granting extensions and forgivable loans to the 1445 Building Project. 
-more-

“As we celebrate our 20th anniversary, the completion of this project is an example of the good work in which SJCDC has long been engaged.  This project could not have been completed without the help of our partners who have steadfastly supported the organization, its mission and its commitment to the people of Overtown,” says Nelson L. Adams, M.D., Board Chairman.  
SJCDC is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) agency founded in 1985 by Rev. Henry Nevin and a group of concerned and dedicated residents from the Overtown community. SJCDC was established to respond to the physical deterioration and social distress of Overtown, one of Miami-Dade County’s oldest communities dating back to 1890, and to take a lead role in its revitalization.  
SJCDC efforts are directed towards building partnerships, building new homes, rehabilitating housing units, strengthening the economic base and improving the quality of life. SJCDC is dedicated to the revitalization and preservation of this historic district.

For additional information please contact Hurlette Brown at 305-372-0682.  

E-Mail: hbrown@stjohncdc.org.  
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